Interfacing a commercial drug-interaction program with an automated medical record.
The utility of drug-interaction software is limited by the fact that products on the market are unable to interface with preexisting stored medication lists, so that it is necessary to record medication lists twice. With the variety of automated medical records now in existence, it may be impractical for vendors of drug-interaction software to provide enough interfaces to overcome this problem. However, if vendors allowed greater access to their drug-interaction data, existing automated records could easily be altered to incorporate this clinically relevant information. This article describes a commercially available drug-interaction software package and the logic used to build an interface to a preexisting automated medical record.